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Installment One: The List That Wouldn’t Listen 

 

Chapter 1: Shadows of the Co-Work Café 

The hum of old ceiling fans mingled with the clinking of coffee cups inside The Circuit Café, Eldermoor’s 

unofficial hub for late-night learners, freelancers, and wandering dreamers. The smell of dark roast beans clung 

to every corner, and soft indie music played just loud enough to make silence comfortable. 

Sarah shifted in her seat, propping her elbows on the oak table, her brows knitted as she stared at her screen. 

Her Python script sat like an unfinished puzzle, glaring back at her. 

A simple task, they’d said. “Print all the items in a list.” But no matter what she tried, her code stubbornly 

refused to run without errors. 

Lines of red text marked her failures. 

Across from her, a young designer named Lian, who had been sketching logo concepts for a local charity drive, 

noticed Sarah’s growing frustration. 

“You’re at war with the machine again?” Lian asked, spinning her pen between her fingers. 

“It’s just a list,” Sarah muttered. “A list of fruits. Python should love this stuff.” 

“Maybe Python’s on a diet,” Lian teased, flashing a grin. 

Sarah gave a dry laugh but couldn’t help appreciating the lighthearted jab. It was better than feeling like the 

only confused person in the room. 

Nearby, a pair of university students argued over API integrations, their notebooks covered in flow diagrams. 

An old clock ticked lazily on the brick wall, as if time itself had slowed for the late bloomers working through 

the night. 

 

Chapter 2: Loops of Frustration 

“I tried a for-loop, I really did,” Sarah explained to Lian, tapping at her keyboard. 

She opened her script and pointed to her attempt: 

python 

fruits = ["apple", "banana", "cherry"] 

print(fruits) 

 

“That’s just printing the list as a whole,” Lian observed. “Don’t you want each fruit on its own line?” 

Sarah sighed. “Yes. But how do I tell Python to do that?” 

At the counter, Amir—the café’s part-time barista and full-time philosophy major—finished steaming milk for a 

cappuccino and wandered over during a lull in orders. 
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“What’s the philosophical question today?” Amir asked, towel over his shoulder. 

“Why Python won’t talk to me properly,” Sarah replied. 

“Python listens,” Amir said thoughtfully. “But maybe you’re not speaking its language.” 

Sarah chuckled at the poetic response, but it sparked something. She remembered one of Juno’s earlier lessons 

at the library: "If you want to talk to each thing in the list, you need to visit each thing." 

“So,” Sarah said aloud, “it’s not enough to print the list. I have to loop through it.” 

She rewrote her code: 

python 

fruits = ["apple", "banana", "cherry"] 

for fruit in fruits: 

    print(fruit) 

 

Lian peered over her shoulder. “Looks promising.” 

Sarah hit run. 

The terminal spat out: 

apple 

banana 

cherry 

 

“Yes!” Sarah punched the air triumphantly, startling a sleepy customer dozing at the far corner. 

“You’ve cracked the loop!” Amir declared. 

 

Chapter 3: Progress, with a Twist 

Before Sarah could bask in her small victory, Amir motioned to a chalkboard by the café door. 

“Next week is the tech showcase,” he reminded them. “People bring their passion projects. You could show off 

your Python skills.” 

Sarah hesitated, her excitement dampening just a little. Show her work? In public? 

Lian caught her expression. “Come on, even if it’s just printing lists of fruits, it’s a start.” 

“I don’t even know how to get input from the user yet,” Sarah admitted. 

“Well,” Amir grinned, “that sounds like tomorrow’s lesson.” 

The thought lingered as Sarah packed up for the night. But as she swung her backpack over her shoulder, a 

folded piece of paper fell out from the side pocket. She unfolded it and found a handwritten riddle: 

"I hold many items, yet I am one. Access me by index, and your journey has just begun." 

Her pulse quickened. 

Lian read over her shoulder. “Someone’s leaving you Python puzzles?” 

Sarah smiled, determination flaring in her chest. 

“Looks like it.” 



3 | P a g e  

 

Lesson Learned 

        Working with lists in Python? Don’t just print the list—loop through it to access each item 

individually! 

      Quote of the Day: “The only way to learn a new programming language is by writing programs in it.” 

— Dennis Ritchie 

     Challenge for the Reader: 

Write a Python script that: 

• Creates a list of your three favorite hobbies. 

• Prints each hobby on a new line. 

• Then, add one more hobby to the list using .append(), and print the updated list! 

python 

hobbies = ["reading", "coding", "cycling"] 

for hobby in hobbies: 

    print(hobby) 

hobbies.append("painting") 

print(hobbies) 

 

Try it! Add as many hobbies as you like. 

 

To be continued... 
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